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1.INTRODUCTION

1.1. PROJECT OVERVIEW

Australia is a bio -diverse country, with many threatened species. Our reserve system is one
important way of protecting biodiversit y, and the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area
is an outstanding system of reserves. The Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area
(GBMWHA) is the largest continuously forested area in NSW and also contains its largest
declared wilderness area. Res erve protection unfortunately is no guarantee of  in situ
conservation of biodiversity. Some threats extend into and beyond reserve boundaries. In a
climate change world we need to adapt to the changes that will occur, and most effectively
manage to prote ct the biodiversity of the WHA.

The research undertaken through the ARC L i n k aMareging Ecosystem Change dproject aimed
to build the knowledge base to inform management of drivers of ecosystem change  (frequent
fires, climate change, and invasive species ) in the GBMWHA. S patial impacts of these drivers of
change were identified , along with their likely impact on biodiversity conservation. The research
aimed to inform management at different spatial scales , and to assist conservation policy and
management opt ions through analysis of trends and development of spatially  -explicit models
within an adaptive envi ronmental management framework.

This project aimed to build the knowledge base to inform management of drivers of ecosystem
change (namely climate change, fire, and pests) in the GBMWHA. Itis comprised of the following
objectives:
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