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Conserva>on	
  biology	
  

•  Conserva>on	
  as	
  a	
  ‘crisis	
  discipline’	
  

•  ‘Conserva>on	
  biology	
  is	
  an	
  applied	
  discipline	
  that	
  
aims	
  to	
  inform	
  prac>>oners	
  about	
  how	
  best	
  to	
  
understand	
  and	
  manage	
  species	
  and	
  habitats.’	
  
– Also	
  applies	
  to	
  conserva>on	
  of	
  natural	
  resources	
  



Literature	
  abounds	
  with	
  
frustra>ons	
  on	
  both	
  sides	
  

•  The	
  deficit	
  model	
  
–  ‘Surely	
  if…’	
  

•  ‘Your	
  decisions	
  are	
  based	
  on	
  anecdote	
  and	
  myth!’	
  	
  

•  ‘Your	
  research	
  is	
  irrelevant!’	
  
•  ‘You	
  aren’t	
  telling	
  us	
  what	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  know!’	
  
•  ‘The	
  implica>ons	
  are	
  unclear	
  and	
  aren’t	
  
applicable	
  to	
  the	
  local	
  situa>on	
  and	
  context!’	
  

•  And	
  many	
  more…	
  

Sutherland	
  et	
  al.	
  (2004)	
  

Fazey	
  et	
  al.	
  (2005)	
  

Briggs	
  (2006)	
  

Lawton	
  (2007)	
  



Integra>on	
  issues	
  

•  Complexity/uncertainty	
  
– Decisions	
  s>ll	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  made	
  

•  Other	
  knowledges	
  and	
  broader	
  context	
  
– Many	
  decisions	
  based	
  on	
  experience	
  
– Science	
  is	
  but	
  one	
  considera>on	
  

•  Incen>ve	
  structures	
  
•  Informa>on	
  lag	
  



Moving	
  forward	
  

•  Assessing	
  informa>on	
  needs	
  of	
  decision-­‐makers	
  
– Moving	
  beyond	
  simply	
  publica>on	
  

– Systema>c	
  Reviews	
  





Moving	
  forward	
  

•  Assessing	
  informa>on	
  needs	
  of	
  decision-­‐makers	
  
– Moving	
  beyond	
  simply	
  publica>on	
  

– Systema>c	
  Reviews	
  

•  Incen>ve	
  structures	
  that	
  encourage	
  collabora>on	
  
–  Implica>ons	
  for	
  ARC	
  

•  Effec>vely	
  spanning	
  the	
  boundary	
  
–  Implica>ons	
  for	
  BMWHI	
  



Poten>al	
  case	
  studies	
  

•  Climate	
  change	
  adapta>on	
  policy	
  in	
  Hawkesbury-­‐
Nepean	
  CMA	
  
– Primarily	
  off-­‐park,	
  poten>ally	
  ac>on	
  research	
  
– Requirement	
  for	
  use	
  of	
  ‘best	
  available	
  knowledge’	
  

•  Plans	
  of	
  Management	
  in	
  the	
  GBMWHA	
  
– On-­‐park,	
  observing	
  with	
  qualita>ve	
  analysis	
  

•  The	
  ARC	
  Linkage	
  Project	
  ‘Managing	
  Ecosystem	
  
Change	
  in	
  the	
  GBMWHA’	
  
– Learning	
  from	
  partnerships	
  aimed	
  at	
  producing	
  
scien>fic	
  informa>on	
  to	
  inform	
  decision-­‐making	
  


